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Community Plans 

City of De Pere Comprehensive Plan (2010) The Plan outlines community goals and objectives, the top ranked issue being “to begin to build a southern bridge sooner than 
the planned construction year of 2020 to reduce traffic in downtown De Pere.” Other specific goals related to a new river 
crossing within their document include:  

• Work to ensure the southern bridge is visually appealing as well as functional.
• Work with surrounding communities, County, and WisDOT to plan for the southern bridge. 

Their Plan considers and incorporates various recommendations for future land uses (business park expansion, uses at a 
potential new interchange at US 41, trail extension) based on a southern bridge and associated arterial road.   

Their future land use map shows “neighborhood residential (including multi-family)” use on both sides of the Fox River in the 
vicinity of the potential southern bridge location. East of WIS 32 (on east side of river) and west of the railroad line (On west side 
of river), is planned for “Business Park Use.”  

The Transportation section of the plan identifies a special emphasis area (Special Emphasis Area 2: Southern Bridge and 
Connecting Arterial Streets or Highways) which summarizes the status of the potential new bridge project, and future actions 
underway by WisDOT and Brown County.   

Southwest De Pere Development Plan (2003) Planning policy recommendations for future development of southwest De Pere. The area includes Red Maple Road and 
Southbridge Drive, which is within the boundary of the proposed Fox River Bridge crossing alignment, as identified in the MPO’s 
long-range plan. Study discusses land use considerations for the area, recognizing the potential future construction of a bridge 
and arterial roadway.  

Town of Ledgeview Comprehensive Plan, 2035 
(2015; amended 2019) 

The Plan states that the Town supports the MPO and County recommendations and proposed Southern Bridge Project and 
supports continued collaboration to ensure its efficient implementation. The Plan specifically supports the environmental 
studies and eventual implementation of the project, if supported by the environmental document. 

The Plan identifies the Southern Bridge and connecting arterial streets, noting that it will provide an important connection for 
residents that work or shop on the west side of the Fox River. It recommends adding bicycle lanes to the proposed new bridge 
and arterials from the river to County X to provide links between the urban and fringe portions of Brown County.  

Town of Lawrence Comprehensive Plan (1993; 
updated 2016) 

The Plan acknowledges the potential southern bridge and notes various considerations for future development. Within the 
Transportation section of the document is a section documenting the community’s role in working with WisDOT, Brown County, 
and other communities to prepare for the land use and transportation impacts of the Southern Bridge and connecting street 
system. Their Existing & Proposed Bike & Pedestrian Facilities Map designates a future bicycle lane across the proposed bridge.  

Town of Rockland Comprehensive Plan (2015) Planning for the impacts of a Southern Bridge that connects Red Maple and Rockland Road is identified in Goals and Objectives 
section of the Plan. The Southern Bridge is also further discussed and identified as a transportation objective. The document 
makes several references to the need to work with the surrounding communities, Brown County, and WisDOT to plan the 
Southern Bridge, STH 32/57, and other highway corridors that affect the Town, as well as to prepare for transportation and land 
use impacts of the bridge.  
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Village of Ashwaubenon Comprehensive Plan (2016) The plan recommends consideration of trails and bicycle routes as part of a Southern Bridge project. 

Village of Hobart Comprehensive Plan (2016) A southern river crossing is not mentioned. 

Village of Allouez Comprehensive Plan (2014) A southern river crossing is not mentioned. 

Town of Glenmore Comprehensive Plan (2016) A southern river crossing is not mentioned. 

Village of Bellevue Comprehensive Plan (2012) A southern river crossing is not mentioned. 

MPO and County Plans 

Brown County Comprehensive Plan (2004; amended 
2007) 

The Plan identifies the “Southern Bridge and Connecting Arterial Streets” project as an important highway project that will occur 
in Brown County during the long-range planning period. The Plan summarizes the history of this proposed project and various 
studies that have been undertaken, including travel demand, land use, and population and employment analysis. One of the 
Plan’s transportation recommendations states that the County and communities should work together to develop an 
implementation schedule for the project. 

Brown County Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan (2016) The Plan recognizes the planned Southern Bridge Project and encourages consideration of bicycle and pedestrian facilities 
throughout the design stages of the planning process.  

Green Bay Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) 2045 Long-Range Transportation Plan (2015) 

The “Southern Bridge and Connecting Arterial Streets” is included in the MPO’s Long-Range Transportation Plan. Included is the 
recommendation to continue to work with federal agencies, state agencies, local agencies and communities, and the public to 
finalize the southern bridge and connecting arterial streets Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Interstate Access 
Justification Report (IAJR). It also includes figures showing the various alternatives.  

Other Documents 

Southern Bridge and Bypass Subcommittee Final 
Report (1999) 

A subcommittee was established to assess right-of-way needs for the future construction of a southern bridge. 
Recommendations from their study included:   

• The bridge and bypass right-of-way should be 120-150 feet. However, the right-of-way should be able to accommodate an
expansion to a six-lane expressway or a freeway if necessary. 

• The bypass/arterial roadway should be a divided four lane road with few access points. It should be designed to handle
traffic traveling 45 mph. 

• The bypass/arterial roadway should be at-grade at all locations except US 41.

• The bridge should be built as a six-lane facility to accommodate projected traffic volumes and to enable the bypass/arterial
to be expanded if necessary. 

Southern Bridge Population Analysis (2001) This report analyzed the amount of population growth that occurred around the bridge and bypass corridor between 1990 and 
2000 to determine if the southern bridge’s target construction date (2020) is still valid. The analysis found that the population 
growth between 1990 and 2000 was well below the growth projected for 2020. This occurred even though the population 
growth in the seven TAZs that would generate traffic on both bridges was entirely attributed to the southern bridge trip 
generation area. These findings strongly suggest that the southern bridge will not generate enough trips to justify constructing it 
earlier than the current planning target year of 2020. 
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Employment, Population, and Large Truck Volume 
Analysis for the Claude Allouez and Southern Bridge 
Areas (2002) 

This report updates the findings of the Southern Bridge Population Analysis (2001) and examines the impact of employment in 
the southern bridge area. The report also addresses large trucks in downtown De Pere and discusses several planning factors 
that must be considered when determining if the southern bridge’s construction schedule should be accelerated. Conclusions 
include:  

• The estimated population within the study area is still well below the projected 2020 population.

• Employment within the study area is approaching the projected 2020 employment level, but a significant number of
employees work within the Claude Allouez Bridge traffic generation area. It is also very likely that the substantial rate of
employment growth experienced in this area over the last decade will not continue in the near future because of the
country’s economic situation.

• Tractor-trailer trucks are a minor component of the overall traffic load at the intersection of Broadway (STH 32/57) and the
Claude Allouez Bridge (STH 32), and many of these trucks will continue to use these facilities when the southern bridge is
built to reach their destinations.

• The southern bridge’s construction schedule should not be accelerated at this time. Its premature construction will likely
disrupt the area’s efficient growth pattern and hinder De Pere’s efforts to create a strong downtown for the benefit of the
city and region.
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